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Authorizing medical facility construction

funding at a level that is $157 million above
the administration’s budget request; and

Providing a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA)
for veterans’ compensation, pension, and re-
lated programs.

H.R. 4110 also includes various enhance-
ments to medical care, pension, insurance,
education, and employment provisions in cur-
rent law.

The COLA will follow the Social Security Ad-
ministration figure, which is based on the Con-
sumer Price Index.

Final action on H.R. 4110 will provide plenty
of time for the VA to implement the COLA by
December 1, 1998.

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote for this
bill.

I want to express my appreciation to the
leadership of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee
in the other body, Chairman SPECTER and
Senator ROCKEFELLER, for reaching agreement
on these provisions.

I also want to thank the members of the
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee for their
hard work on all the bills passed by the House
this year and their cooperation on reaching
these agreements.

We have truly worked in bipartisan fashion
for the benefit of veterans.

Mr. Speaker, this is the final piece of legisla-
tion the Veterans’ Affairs Committee will bring
to the floor in the 105th Congress.

I want to tell the Ranking Democratic mem-
ber of the committee, Mr. EVANS, that his work
and cooperation on all these issues, as well
as the day to day operation of the committee
are truly appreciated.

The House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
takes a back seat to none in our bartisan ap-
proach to the very serious business of crafting
legislation.

LANE EVANS has steadfastly adhered to that
tradition and should be commended by all vet-
erans for his support on their behalf.

His committee staff members have also per-
formed their responsibilities in the highest bi-
partisan tradition of the committee—and I want
to thank every member of the majority and mi-
nority staff for their contribution to the commit-
tee’s work.
f

MEDICARE MEDICAL NUTRITION
THERAPY ACT

HON. JOHN E. ENSIGN
OF NEVADA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 1998

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. Speaker, it is rare for any
legislation in the House of Representatives to
obtain the support of a majority of its mem-
bers. In fact, fewer than one percent of all bills
introduced in the 105th Congress have
reached this status. I would like to announce
with pride that a bill I sponsored, H.R. 1375,
The Medical Nutrition Therapy Act, has
achieved this remarkable level of support.

Over 220 of our colleagues support this
measure because they recognize that the ab-
sence of coverage for nutrition therapy serv-
ices is a glaring omission in current Medicare
policy. Medical science makes clear that prop-
erly nourished patients are better able to resist
disease and recover from illnesses than those
who are malnourished. We also know that el-

derly Americans are at a higher risk of mal-
nutrition than others in society due to the natu-
rally occurring aging process.

Despite this knowledge, Medicare does not
cover nutrition assessment and counseling
services by registered dietitians—what is com-
monly known in the health care field as medi-
cal nutrition therapy (MNT). As a result, the el-
derly either pay for this service out of their
own pockets, or go without. This is not a
choice that those on fixed incomes should
have to make. Medical nutrition therapy is
medically necessary care and ought to be a
covered benefit.

I am convinced that this bill is an important
part of the solution to saving Medicare. It will
help us cut costs without sacrificing the quality
of patient care. Empirical evidence shows that
MNT is effective for patients with diabetes,
heart disease, cancer and other costly dis-
eases that are prominent among the elderly. It
lowers treatment costs by reducing and short-
ening the length of hospital stays, preventing
health care complications and decreasing the
need for medications. Yet still, we do not pro-
vide seniors coverage for this care.

It should be noted that support for medical
nutrition therapy is not confined to Congress.
Major patient advocacy groups including the
American Cancer Society, the American Heart
Association, the National Kidney Foundation,
the American Diabetes Association and the
National Osteoporosis Foundation also sup-
port coverage for MNT. These groups under-
stand that appropriate nutrition therapy saves
money and lives.

Any measure that achieves such an impres-
sive level of political support is deserving of
serious deliberation in this body. While I regret
that this bill will not be taken up in the remain-
ing days of this Congress, I urge the leader-
ship of both parties to make this bill a top pri-
ority next year. While the Balanced Budget Act
helped strengthen the Medicare program in
the short term, additional reforms will be nec-
essary to prepare the program for the coming
retirement of the Baby Boom generation. Con-
gress will be remiss if it overlooks medical nu-
trition therapy as part of those long-term re-
forms.

In closing, I want to thank the American Die-
tetic Association and the Nevada Dietetic As-
sociation for their fine work in helping me edu-
cate members of Congress about this impor-
tant measure. The dedicated health and nutri-
tion professionals represented by those
groups can be proud of how far this bill had
advanced in the 105th Congress and confident
that we will ultimately succeed in these efforts.
f

DANTE B. FASCELL NORTH-SOUTH
CENTER ACT OF 1991

SPEECH OF

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 12, 1998
Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased

that the House yesterday passed H.R. 4757 to
rename the North-South Center in Miami after
former House Foreign Affairs Committee
Chairman Dante B. Fascell. I am proud to
have cosponsored the bill, and I commend
International Relations Committee Chairman
BEN GILMAN and Ranking Member LEE HAMIL-
TON for their leadership in introducing it.

I had the great pleasure of working with
Dante on what was then known as the House
Foreign Affairs Committee. He richly deserves
the honor of having the North-South Center
renamed after him. As the Committee’s senior
expert on Latin America, Dante Fascell con-
tributed substantially to U.S. policy toward the
region even before becoming chairman in
1983. A stern opponent of Cuba’s Communist
regime, Dante was a driving force behind the
establishment of Radio Marti in 1982. He pro-
moted democracy throughout Latin America
and the world.

I remember his years as chairman with
deep respect and fondness. Watching Chair-
man Fascell officiate over foreign affairs legis-
lation was the political equivalent of watching
a great maestro conduct a fine orchestra. Dur-
ing his tenure as chairman, Dante frequently
bridged the Committee’s deep ideological divi-
sions by working out compromises. He tried to
strengthen the Committee’s voice in foreign
policy by defending its prerogatives on foreign
aid authorizations. He also fought for
Congress’s overall role in making foreign pol-
icy. In 1987, Dante served as vice chairman of
the special committee that investigated execu-
tive branch conduct in the Iran-Contra scan-
dal.

Dante Fascell helped establish the North-
South Center, an independent research and
educational organization that produces policy-
relevant studies on such critical issues as de-
mocracy, trade, sustainable development and
the persistent gap between the rich and the
poor. Formally associating Dante’s name with
the Center is especially appropriate because
of their shared emphasis on the Western
Hemisphere. Renaming the Center after him is
fitting recognition of his many years of hard
work in foreign affairs. We all miss his pres-
ence and wish him well in his retirement in his
beloved Florida.
f

WHEN SHALL THE BELLS OF
BALANGIGA TOLL ANEW?

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 1998
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I have

stood many times before this body to advo-
cate the return of at least one of the Bells of
Balangiga to its rightful owners, the people of
Samar in the Philippines. To this effect, I intro-
duced House Resolution 312, calling on the
transfer of the one of the bells from F.E. War-
ren Air Force Base. Today, I am proud to
transmit to this body the remarks of Congress-
man Marcelino ‘‘Nonoy’’ C. Libanan, a distin-
guished colleague from the Republic of the
Philippines House of Representatives. Con-
gressman Libanan represents the Lone District
in Eastern Samar.
WHEN SHALL THE BELLS OF BALANGIGA TOLL

ANEW?
(By Hon. Marcelino C. Libanan)

I rise on a matter of personal and collec-
tive privilege.

Mr. Speaker, many have tried and just as
many have failed. But this will not stop this
representation from singing in a louder tune
that very same refrain for the return of the
Bells of Balangiga to where they belong; to
the belfry of Balangiga Church, to the faith-
ful of our Christian community; and, to the
heart of every Samareno.
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On September 28, 1998, the people of East-

ern Samar will once again observe a date of
remembrance and commemorate a victorious
past when our forebears, ill-equipped and ill-
armed, fought gallantly and won a battle in
defense of our country’s freedom and inde-
pendence. And this makes this year very sig-
nificant as we are celebrating the Centennial
of our Philippine Independence.

The reprisal of the United States Army
under Col. Jacob Smith need not be recalled
in this august chamber when they killed
‘‘every Filipino capable of bearing arms and
burned Samar and made it a howling wilder-
ness.’’ In fact he said, ‘‘the more you kill and
burn, the better you will please me’’. This
savagery of unparalleled notoriety had
earned him the monicker ‘‘Hell Roaring
Jake’’.

Yes, Colonel Smith was court-martialed,
reprimanded and cashiered after the U.S.
Congress conducted a searching inquiry. But,
this is not enough. The Bells of Balangiga,
our most symbolic civic treasure, which they
carted away must be returned.

Lifeless and motionless, these bells are
kept in an Air Force Base in Wyoming, USA.
Few Americans attach significance to these
relics. These have no value to them. They
care less about these bells for very few of
them know their importance. In a privilege
speech delivered before the House of the U.S.
Congress, Guam Representative Underwood,
said: ‘‘There was a time when the officers of
F.E. Warren wanted to get rid of the bells.
These brass relics have no relevance for F.E.
Warren Air force Base, which is a missile
base. Few people seem to know or care about
these bells. But, to us, freedom loving Filipi-
nos, these represent not only national pride
but also as memorial for the brave men who
offered their lives so that others may gra-
ciously live under the blessings of independ-
ence.

Eight (8) years have passed since our peo-
ple and our government started making seri-
ous efforts to repossess these bells. Filipinos
from a broad spectrum composed of legisla-
tors, religious, governors, peasants, profes-
sionals, business leaders and even the Presi-
dent of the Republic have joined the nation-
alistic chorus demanding for nothing less
than the return of these historic bells.

To us, Eastern Samarenos, these bells are
not mute for they are capable of making
sound; they are not captives for they cannot
be imprisoned; neither can they be silenced
for they are forever shouting for freedom and
yelling the sentiments that every Filipino
have been wanting to.

These are enough considerations that
should not fall on deaf American ears. In-
deed, for so many long years, it has been the
dream of every freedom-loving Filipino to
have these bells returned to our motherland
and hear them toll once more. Representa-
tive Underwood can never be more correct
when he said: ‘‘For almost 100 years, the
Philippines has been our closest friend and
ally, and in the name of friendship and co-
operation it would only be fitting and proper
for the United States to share the Bells of
Balangiga with the people of the Philippines
for their centennial celebrations.’’ Well said;
said well. As I have intimated earlier, many
have tried and many have failed.

To the mind of my constituents, the return
of the Bells of Balangiga could be an oppor-
tunity for the Americans to show that they
have indeed changed; for the homecoming of
these inanimate relics which are symbols of
our forebears’ blood, flesh and tears, will at
the very least, show a screaming message
that America is now sensitive to our na-
tional freedom, liberty and dignity and is
ready to value international comity and
goodwill. In short, only when we hear these
Bells of Balangiga toll anew, and its sound

reverberates over our land, can we, the Fili-
pino people, say that we are ready to talk
about this animal called VFA.

Mr. Speaker, in the name of international
understanding, national pride and dignity, I
respectfully appeal to my colleagues in this
chamber to join me champion this good
cause so that the bells of Balangiga shall be
returned to its rightful owners the Filipino
people. Hence, this representation filed
House Resolution No. 145 entitled: A Resolu-
tion Demanding from the Government of the
United States of America (USA) for the Im-
mediate Return of the Bells of Balangiga to
the People of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines’’, co-authored by twenty-seven of my
colleagues, I earnestly urge this august
chamber for its immediate adoption.

Thank you very much.

f

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPE-
TITION AND CONSUMER PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 1998

SPEECH OF

HON. RICK LAZIO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 12, 1998

Mr. LAZIO of New York. Mr. Speaker, I want
to compliment Subcommittee Chairman TAUZIN
and Chairman BLILEY as well as the Ranking
Democrats of the full and subcommittee, Mr.
DINGELL and Mr. MARKEY for their work in
bringing this bipartisan legislation before the
House today. I imagine all of us have heard
from friends, neighbors, and constituents who
have been victims of slamming. I know I have
heard from Long Islanders who are so frus-
trated that somehow, without their knowledge,
their long distance carrier has been switched.
Trying to get their phone bill corrected and
switched back to their desired carrier can be
a time-consuming and frustrating experience.

The legislation before us today should ac-
complish two goals. First, it should reduce the
likelihood that consumers will be slammed.
The bill therefore encourages carriers to act
responsibly by adhering to a new Code of
Subscribers Protection Practices. Carriers who
do not comply with the Code’s consumer pro-
tection requirements and then make an error
will be subject to FCC civil penalties as well
as a possible fine. Second, Congress cannot
legislate away human error. If a consumer
loses his long distance carrier and has not
been slammed, this bill should make it easy
for the consumer to rectify quickly the situa-
tion. This bill says the consumer will only have
to make one call to return to the carrier of his
choice. Additionally, to compensate the con-
sumer for his trouble, he will be switched back
to his authorized carrier for free and will be
credited up to 30 days of service. Because
consumers will not have to be obligated to pay
for the service they used after they have been
slammed, carriers will have every incentive to
guard against mistakes. Carriers will no longer
be able to profit from slamming.

The bill before the House today also strikes
a fair balance because a long distance com-
pany has the opportunity to produce their
records of a verified sale when faced with a
consumer complaint. This is very important
legislation that seeks to protect American fam-
ilies and businesses from slamming. I urge its
adoption.

RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 1998

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I commend to my
colleagues in Congress as well as citizens ev-
erywhere an article authored by Michael Kelly,
National Journal editor. Mr. Kelly aptly de-
scribes how the notion of hate crimes under-
mines a pillar of a free and just society; that
is, equal treatment under the law irrespective
of which particular group or groups with whom
an individual associates. Ours is a republic
based upon the rights of the individual.

PUNISHING ‘HATE CRIMES’

(By Michael Kelly)

As one who wholeheartedly supports cap-
ital punishment, I have what seems to me a
cleareyed vision of what justice demands in
the murder of Matthew Shepard, the 21-year-
old Wyoming college student who was, one
night last week, robbed, pistol-whipped, tied
to a fence and left to die. Bring in the mon-
sters who did this, try ’em, verdict ’em and
string ’em up, preferably before an applaud-
ing crowd of thousands.

And justice does appear on the way to
being served. Two young men—Russell A.
Henderson and Aaron J. McKinney—have
been arrested and charged with first-degree
murder; their girlfriends have been charged
as accessories. There does not seem to be a
lot of doubt that Henderson and McKinney
did commit the acts that caused Shepard’s
death, nor does it seem at all likely that
they will escape punishment.

But this, it is said, is not enough. Because
Shepard was gay, and because his killers ap-
pear to have been motivated in part by an
anti-gay animus (though police say robbery
was the primary motive), justice is said to
demand more. Specifically, it demands more
bad law.

‘‘Hate-crime’’ laws mandate increased pen-
alties for defendants found guilty of commit-
ting crimes inspired by certain categories of
prejudice. In 21 states and the District of Co-
lumbia, the categories are: race, religion,
color, national origin and sexual orientation.
Nineteen additional states have hate-crime
laws that do not cover sexual orientation.
Ten states, including Wyoming, have not
passed categorical hate-crime laws. There is
also a federal law, which covers race, reli-
gion, color and national origin but not sex or
sexual orientation.

For Shepard’s sake, the cry arises, Wyo-
ming must pass a hate-crime law, and Con-
gress must pass a new, more sweeping, Fed-
eral Hate Crimes Protection Act, which
would add to the roster of crimes made fed-
eral offenses those inspired by bigotry based
on sex, disability and sexual orientation.
‘‘There is something we can do about this.
Congress needs to pass our tough hate crimes
legislation,’’ President Clinton declared
Monday, the day Shepard died of his injuries.

At least he is consistent. No president has
ever been more willing to assault liberty in
the pursuit of political happiness than has
this one. Clinton is always willing to em-
brace any new erosion of rights, as long as
there is a group of voters or political con-
tributors out there who wish it so. This is
one area in which Clinton has been thor-
oughly bipartisan. In his five years in office,
he has joined Republicans in Congress on
quite a spree of liberty-bashing. He has
signed laws that have stripped habeas corpus
to its bones, vastly increased the number of
crimes deemed federal offenses, established
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